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Mark 14:66-72 A follower fails

| have a question for you. How many of you in here today have an Iphone? Let me see
your hands. That’s what | thought...a pretty significant number of people even in a
gathering in Japan, even with a phone that costs a pretty crazy amount of money and
yet a lot of us have one. And that would seem to be the case worldwide. 23% of cell
phone owners in the world have an iphone, and only one company Samsung has actually
sold more phones than Apple, although they each average almost exactly the same
number of 230 million phones sold per year. So, clearly Apple is an incredibly valuable
company, and Steve Jobs is the reason for that influence today. Steve Jobs died in
2011, but his legacy at Apple lives on. But did you know that before Jobs essentially
salvaged Apple starting in 1997, he was a failure at Apple. He had started the company,
but had also overseen some pretty bad products like the Apple Il computer and the
Lisa. He was actually fired from Apple in 1985, and had another failure with his
company NeXt and a computer with a high price that did not sell well. Of course, that
was not the end of the story and the presence of all the iPhones here today are a
testament to the enduring legacy of his value to Apple and not the failures he had
experienced.

The Apostle Peter has a similar life story. Remember that this book of Mark we are
studying is really Peter’s story of Jesus. Peter is the premiere example of a follower of
Christ in the book of Mark. It is Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost in Acts 2 that
God uses to begin the Jerusalem church after Christ’s resurrection and ascension. Acts
2:14 tells us, But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed
them: Then after preaching to the gathered crowd, we read in verse 37 of Acts 2, Now
when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the
apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins,
and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. And the results of this are verse 41... So
those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three
thousand souls. Wow! This is incredible what one faithful disciple, one former fisherman
who was changed by Jesus was capable of doing as God used him. But before we reach
this incredible event in Acts where God uses Peter to begin His church on earth, we
have to see his greatest failure that God used to make him an even better follower. That
is what we find in Mark 14:66-72.

Before we read that, though, let’s retrace Peter’s story up until now. That story in Mark
begins with his call to be a disciple of Jesus, when this fisherman Peter meets a man
Jesus who calls him away from his fishing. Mark 1:16-17 tells us that when Jesus was...
“Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon
casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 17 And Jesus said to them, “Follow
me, and | will make you become fishers of men.” More than any other person on earth,
Peter was then given the opportunity to see Jesus in an up close and unique way that
should have and eventually did grow his faith in this man Jesus who claimed to be the
Messiah and God himself. As one of the three closest disciples of Jesus, Peter, James
and John, Peter saw proof of who Jesus was first hand. The next time Peter is
specifically named in an event is when Jesus raised the dead. In Mark 5, a girl’s father
comes to Jesus begging him to heal his sick daughter, but we find out before Jesus gets
to their house that the girl has died. We see in Mark 5:37 that Jesus... allowed no one to
follow him except Peter and James and John the brother of James. What Peter saw at



that time was in verse 41 of Mark 5, Jesus saying “Little girl, | say to you, arise.” 42 And
immediately the girl got up and began walking (for she was twelve years of age), and
they were immediately overcome with amazement. By the time we reach Mark 8, Peter
is fully convinced that Jesus is the Messiah, the Christ. We read in Mark 8:29, And he
[Jesus] asked them, “But who do you say that | am?” Peter answered him, “You are the
Christ.” But while his faith is growing and strong, his understanding of Jesus needed to
mature as Jesus corrected him with a strong rebuke just a few verses later in Mark 8.
After Jesus told the disciples that God’s plan required that he be killed and rise from the
dead, we read in Mark 8:32-33, 32 And he said this plainly. And Peter took him aside
and began to rebuke him. 33 But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and
said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but
on the things of man.” Even after this sad display of Peter’s ignorance, Jesus lets this
sometimes misguided but committed follower be a part of the most incredible display
of his glory as God here on this earth - the transfiguration. We read in Mark 9:2-3
And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a
high mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes
became radiant, intensely white, as no one on earth could bleach them. Now, even here
Peter does the wrong thing by talking rather than listening in his nervous excitement at
what he is seeing, but it doesn’t change that he personally experienced Jesus’s glory as
God here on earth. After seeing and experiencing and understanding all that he did
about Jesus, he was as dedicated as a follower could be. By his own words he told
Jesus this in Mark 10:28 Peter began to say to him, “See, we have left everything and
followed you.” And of course as this last day of Jesus’s life began in Mark 14:29, this
former fisherman who firmly believed in Jesus as his Messiah, his Savior, proclaimed to
Jesus in words that he truly believed he would live up to “Even though they all fall away,
| will not.” But Jesus knows the heart of this follower even better than Peter himself
does. And he warns Peter that for all of his best intentions and his faith that he will do
exactly what he thinks he could never do. Verse 30 of Mark 14 goes on to say, “And
Jesus said to him, “Truly, | tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows twice, you
will deny me three times.”

This brings us to our passage for today, but before reading the passage remember
where Peter is at after Jesus is arrested. Mark 14:54 tells us, And Peter had followed
him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest. And he was sitting with the
guards and warming himself at the fire. That was the last time we saw Peter. He was
watching the first trial of Jesus in front of the Sanhedrin that was taking place in the
high priest’s house. With that background and setting in place, let’s read verses 66-72
of Mark 14. 66 And as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the
high priest came, 67 and seeing Peter warming himself, she looked at him and said, “You
also were with the Nazarene, Jesus.” 68 But he denied it, saying, “| neither know nor
understand what you mean.” And he went out into the gateway and the rooster crowed.
69 And the servant girl saw him and began again to say to the bystanders, “This man is
one of them.” 70 But again he denied it. And after a little while the bystanders again
said to Peter, “Certainly you are one of them, for you are a Galilean.” 71 But he began
to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “| do not know this man of whom you speak.”
72 And immediately the rooster crowed a second time. And Peter remembered how
Jesus had said to him, “Before the rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times.”
And he broke down and wept. Here we see the greatest failure of this faithful apostle
Peter’s life. He loved Jesus. There is no doubt about it. He was no Judas. He would



never intentionally sell out Jesus to die. He believed in Him as his Messiah, his Christ, his
Savior, and maybe even as God himself. But that was not enough to have him not deny
being a follower of Jesus, when admitting it might have come with a tremendous cost,
perhaps even his own life. There are two key aspects to Peter’s denial that are
important for us to understand. One...the nature of his sin and Two...the response to
his sin.

What was the nature of his sin here. Peter did not betray Jesus in the same way Judas
did, but his failure was still sinful. Judas’s sin showed that he was not really a follower of
Christ. But Peter’s failure showed not a lack of following Christ, but a weakness in
following Christ. If you remember, | mentioned in the last sermon that the trial of Jesus
and his faithfulness to his calling as he boldly proclaimed that he was both the Messiah
and God was intentionally put between two failures at their calling. The first failure was
Judas, and the second was Peter. And while Jesus is facing a trial going on right above
the courtyard in the house, Peter is facing a spiritual trial of his own in the courtyard,
but with a different result. There are three accusations made against him as a follower
of Jesus, and with each one, he denies being a follower of Christ, and fails the test. The
first accusation is very personal. This servant girl seems to just be confronting him
basically one on one. Maybe no one noticed the accusation, but it was her confronting
Peter as someone who was devoted to the man who was now conducting the trial of
Jesus. Peter uses two different words to say he doesn’t know Jesus at all. The first
word “know” is like academic knowledge. He doesn’t even know of him. And the second
word “understand” is a practical knowledge of not just knowing from reading about him
in a paper, but actually meeting him in person. So, Peter is denying completely that he
knows him. Then he tries to retreat, perhaps thinking that since he was by the fire, that
was why he was recognized, so maybe he should try to fade into the group further
away. But this time the girl sees him and she is pointing him out to others, “Hey look at
that guy...he’s one of them!” Now, it’s not just her, others are looking at him. And the
word “denied” in verse 70 there actually carries the idea that he “went off” on her in
English. “What do you mean, | follow him...| don’t know him...You’re crazy!” That may
have pushed the girl away, but those standing around start to look at Peter and realize
maybe from an accent or look, “wait he’s from the same part of the country as Jesus
is...he must be one of his followers.” So they say, Certainly you are one of them, for you
are a Galilean. This is the last straw for Peter and if he is going to keep up the denial it
requires his strongest response. The original language here is very clear, Peter is using
swear words and possibly even swearing to God with an oath that he does not know
Jesus. Three chances to tell the truth and not deny Jesus. Three chances to defend the
one who he has followed as his Savior. Three chances to boldly proclaim that this one
they want to kill is exactly who he claims to be, the Savior and the Son of God. But three
times, Peter fails. Three pitches, three strikes and Peter is out. And remember Jesus
has given him a sign that would remind him of Jesus’s words warning him of his failure.
And so we read these sad words in verse 72, 72 And immediately the rooster crowed a
second time. And Peter remembered how Jesus had said to him, “Before the rooster
crows twice, you will deny me three times.”

Let me return to Judas for a minute. Judas was given a chance to repent at the last
supper, when Jesus was pointing him out as his betrayer. But Judas has no guilt and
very lavishly betrays Jesus with an over the top display of affection in his kiss and in his
words. Peter is exactly the opposite. When he hears the sign of the rooster crowing the



second time, it immediately brings him to repentance as the response to his sin. The
final words we read in this passage are And he broke down and wept. He wept because
he knew he had failed. He wept because he knew that he was not able to remain faithful
while Jesus boldly proclaimed his identity as Messiah and God knowing it would send him
to the cross. He wept over his sin. This is the response of a true follower of Jesus to our
sin and our failure to remain true to Jesus. It shows a repentant heart. How many times
do we as Christians, followers of Christ, try to excuse our sin, rather than repenting of
our sin. Do we even laugh at our sin rather than grieve our sin. | have heard people joke
about their sin or talk about it like it was so pleasurable you have to wonder if they even
have any guilt over it. Two areas that | hear this often in some way are in drunkenness
and sexual immorality, both sins the Bible condemns and yet some Christians seem to
make light of their failures in those areas. But of course the context of this sin and
failure was in not being honest regarding Peter’s relationship with Jesus Christ. Are we
confronted with those same issues today? We are...let me share a couple of real life
examples how we might see this. A man who used to be a member here until he moved
away shared with me that in his workplace there was a KAMIDANA, a Shinto household
altar at his workplace that each of his coworkers would bow to each morning and ask for
blessing. He refused to do that which of course was very public that he did not do it,
and eventually when he became the manager, he removed it to a place where it was not
public and you had to go somewhere outside of the office area to offer respect or
worship to it. Another man was put in a position to hire and was being encouraged to
hire a transgendered man presenting as a woman, and had to express disagreement
with it as a Christian, not an easy situation. So these situation are very real that we may
face in big or small ways. Are we as Christians going to stand by our commitment to
Jesus and make it known who we serve as our Lord, or will we do as Peter did here?

| started with Peter’s background so that we could see that no matter what spiritual
greatness is in your past or your future, none of us is beyond failure and sin. The
warning that Jesus tried to give Peter and that he gives us is in 1 Corinthians 10:12-13
Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. This was Peter, he
did not think he could fall, but it doesn’t have to be us if we understand verse 13. 13 No
temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not
let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the
way of escape, that you may be able to endure it. There is a way out, but it will not
always be easy. Would Peter have lived had he answered with a bold declaration of
following Jesus — maybe not. But we know that far too often we find ourselves in the
position of Peter rather than standing with Jesus. But there was hope for Peter and
there is hope for us. Because the one who Peter watched from the courtyard was
heading to a cross to take Peter’s sin and our sin on himself. The completely sinless,
holy, human, Son of God would bear the sin of the world and face the wrath of God the
Father against that sin so that we could be given Christ’s righteousness and forgiven for
our sins against a holy God. That was Peter’s hope and our hope, that our sins, past,
present and future are paid for by Jesus Christ. But that is only true if we have
recognized and repented of our sin and accepted Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior as
Peter had done. Let’s pray.



