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Mark 14:43-65 A betrayal leads to a confession

Today we are in Mark 14:43-65. This passage continues the story of the last week of
Jesus’s life that Mark is giving us, and in fact, we are now in the last day of Jesus’s life.
Remember that Jesus has just finished a time of overnight prayer in the Garden of
Gethsemane after having what we call the last supper with his disciples where he
instituted the Lord’s Supper. | mentioned last week that it is likely that the rest of the
disciples knew at this point that Judas Iscariot was the one who would betray Jesus
since he was not in their group at this point. But now, he would come back into the
scene in the Garden of Gethsemane as Jesus and his disciples prepare to leave, and no
one will have any doubts who betrays Jesus. Let’s begin by reading the account of An
evil betrayal undertaken by Judas in verses 43-50. “ And immediately, while he was still
speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with him a crowd with swords and clubs,
from the chief priests and the scribes and the elders. * Now the betrayer had given
them a sign, saying, “The one | will kiss is the man. Seize him and lead him away under
guard.” * And when he came, he went up to him at once and said, “Rabbi!” And

he kissed him. * And they laid hands on him and seized him. *’ But one of those who
stood by drew his sword and struck the servant™ of the high priest and cut off his

ear. * And Jesus said to them, “Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and
clubs to capture me? * Day after day | was with you in the temple teaching, and you did
not seize me. But let the Scriptures be fulfilled.” 50 And they all left him and fled. Judas
provided the Sanhedrin the quiet opportunity away from crowds to arrest Jesus,
because he knew when and where Jesus would be most alone. The Sanhedrin
themselves were present or at least representatives from each group in it were. That’s
why we are told that there were chief priests, scribes and elders in verse 43, the three
groups that made up the Sanhedrin. The details we are given show that Judas’s betrayal
of Jesus was not half-hearted or being second guessed on his part. While a kiss would
have been a normal way to greet someone, this kiss is more than a peck on the cheek.
The word in the original language shows this was a passionate kiss. By calling Jesus,
Rabbi, and giving this lavish kiss, Judas was making a mockery of Jesus with his
betrayal. This was pure evil in the way that Judas carried it out.

Notice the difference between Jesus’s response and those who came to arrest him.
Judas did not come simply with a few people. The crowd who comes to arrest Jesus is
actually somewhat large. The Gospel according to John actually tells us that it includes
at least some Romans soldiers along with the Sanhedrin representatives and likely
temple police. John 18 verses 3 and 12 tell us, °So Judas, having procured a band of
soldiers and some officers from the chief priests and the Pharisees, went there with
lanterns and torches and weapons. Then verse 12 12 So the band of soldiers and their
captain and the officers of the Jews arrested Jesus and bound him. A highly trained
armed crowd of people came to arrest Jesus who was with 11 disciples, and possibly
only the 3, Peter, James and John who went ahead to pray with him. There was at least
one of Jesus’s followers with his own weapon, since we are told in verse 47 that one of
those who stood by drew his sword and struck the servant™ of the high priest and cut
off his ear. The apostle John also tells us that the one who did this was Peter. John
18:10 says, 10 Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest's
servant and cut off his right ear. (The servant's name was Malchus.) And the gospel
according to Luke tells us that Jesus restored the ear. Luke 22:50-51 says, 50 And one
of them struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his right ear. 51 But Jesus said,
“No more of this!” And he touched his ear and healed him. Of course, Mark’s goal is not
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to give us all those details, but simply to show that there is not a lot that this small
group of disciples can do against the crowd that comes against them. The best they
could do was to take off an ear...they were definitely out numbered and outpowered.
Jesus pointed out to the Sanhedrin that he had spent many hours with them just days
ago debating in the temple, and yet did nothing to arrest him. He is essentially pointing
out their cowardice. Jesus makes clear that he goes along with their arrest not because
he feels forced or coerced into it, but because he is following God’s plan. He says in
verse 49, But let the Scriptures be fulfilled. Then, Jesus’s prophecy regarding his
disciples is fulfilled when we are told in verse 50, they all left him and fled.

Then comes a very interesting comment in the text related to everyone leaving Jesus
that seems to be out of place. We see that in verses 51 and 51 of Mark 14 with An
attempted arrest. °' And a young man followed him, with nothing but a linen cloth about
his body. And they seized him, **but he left the linen cloth and ran away naked. This
doesn’t seem to fit with the rest of the account of Jesus’s arrest. There have been many
explanations over the years as to why Mark included this as part of the text. It does not
seem to fit with an account by the apostle Peter which is whose experience Mark is
relating to us, since Peter’s location is dealt with next and then later in the text in detail.
The best explanation that seems to fit is that this is Mark showing us himself in the text.
At this point he is a young man, not one of the disciples, but he was in that larger group
of followers of Jesus who were close to him in some way. Mark is showing us that he
was there at his arrest, but was not important to the events that were happening. He
also does not consider himself important enough to even name. It is a small humble way
of showing that although this is Peter’s story, Mark is not a complete stranger to the
events. But after adding this sort of “aside” to the text, Mark returns to Jesus and what
happens next, An lllegal Trial. Look at verses 53-61. ** And they led Jesus to the high
priest. And all the chief priests and the elders and the scribes came

together.* And Peter had followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high
priest. And he was sitting with the guards and warming himself at the fire. *° Now the
chief priests and the whole council” were seeking testimony against Jesus to put him to
death, but they found none.*”® For many bore false witness against him, but their
testimony did not agree. *” And some stood up and bore false witness against him,
saying, 58 “We heard him say, ‘| will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and in
three days | will build another, not made with hands.””*® Yet even about this their
testimony did not agree.* And the high priest stood up in the midst and asked Jesus,
“Have you no answer to make? What is it that these men testify against you?”™ ° But he
remained silent and made no answer. This part of the passage opens with Peter
following Jesus at a distance. We will come back to this next week, though as the story
centers on Peter.

For today, the point is in the trial and the illegal nature of it. The Jews had specific rules
for trials that eventually were written down in the Mishnah so we know what those rules
were. Many things about this trial violated what we know about legal requirements
before the Sanhedrin, which is the group that conducted this first trial. The term “whole
council” here in verse 55 is the word Sanhedrin. Why the ESV uses council here and
Sanhedrin other places, | don’t know, but this is that body of 70 Jewish leaders that
were in charge of all things religious and many things politically for the Roman
government. And everything that happens in front of the Sanhedrin is basically illegal.
There are problems because this trial should not happen on the day the Sabbath will
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begin, the location should have been in the area set aside for the Sanhedrin where
people knew trials would take place, but instead it took place at the house of the high
priest, Caiaphas. That’s why we are told that Peter is in the courtyard of the high
priest...it is his personal home. After a trial that results in a capital verdict of death,
which we will see happen, there should have been another fresh trial held the next
morning before moving it to the Roman government who had the right to put someone
to death. But in this passage, we see the greatest fraud in this trial - false witnesses.
The Old Testament had very clear commands against false witness, not the least of
which is the ninth commandment of the ten commandments in Exodus 20:16, You shall
not bear false witness against your neighbor. The Sanhedrin had a problem, because
Deuteronomy 17:6 says, On the evidence of two witnesses or of three withesses the
one who is to die shall be put to death; a person shall not be put to death on the
evidence of one witness. They needed two agreeing eyewitnesses that Jesus had made
subversive statements that seemed to indicate terrorist type activities as we would think
of them today when it comes to destroying a significant building. Of course, Jesus had
not made that statement in any way threatening the actual temple, but talking about his
death. We see his statement in John 2:18-20, 18 So the Jews said to him, “What sign
do you show us for doing these things?” 19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple,
and in three days | will raise it up.” 20 The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years
to build this temple, and will you raise it up in three days?” Jesus was clearly speaking
about his resurrection from the dead, and not making a threat against the physical
building of the temple. But truth was not a concern as the Sanhedrin was trying to find a
semi-legal way to put Jesus to death. Then Jesus gives them exactly what they want, an
actual reason for his crucifixion in his own words as Jesus makes a A stunning
confession. Let’s read starting in the middle of verse 61- verse 65. Again the high
priest asked him, “Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?” ® And Jesus said, “| am,
and you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power, and coming with the
clouds of heaven.” ® And the high priest tore his garments and said, “What further
witnesses do we need? * You have heard his blasphemy. What is your decision?” And
they all condemned him as deserving death. ® And some began to spit on him and to
cover his face and to strike him, saying to him, “Prophesy!” And the guards received
him with blows.

The high priest, who we know is Caiaphus was frustrated because the false withesses
were not giving them enough to make him worthy of the death penalty. So, he asks
Jesus directly, Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed? He uses the word blessed
instead of the name of God which was one of the Jewish ways of saying God without
saying God’s name. So, he is asking him, “Are you the Messiah (Christ), the Son of God.”
Jesus has alluded to that fact many times in his open ministry, but claiming to be the
Messiah would never have been a reason for Rome to crucify Jesus. In fact there were
other false Messiahs who came and went without being punished for claiming to be the
Messiah prophesied in the Old Testament. Jesus is direct with his answer, and says, |
am, and you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power, and coming with
the clouds of heaven. The English and likely the Japanese is obscuring the way this
would have been heard. This is the only time in the book of Mark where Jesus makes the
statement, “I| am” in the way that he does. For some of you who were here when |
preached through the book of John years ago, you may remember that in that Gospel,
Jesus makes 7 different “I am” statements, but only this one in Mark. So, this is
extremely important. Given the response of the high priest, it is clear that Jesus



intended this to be heard as him declaring for himself the personal name of God -
Yahweh or | AM. This understanding of God’s name goes back to Exodus 3:14 where
God introduces himself to Moses with the words, 14 God said to Moses, “| am who |
am.” And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel: ‘| am has sent me to you.’” This name,
YAHWEH in Hebrew, | Am in English was so special that the high priest would say “Son
of the Blessed”, rather than Son of God so he could avoid accidently misusing the name.
Everyone listening recognizes that Jesus has just proclaimed that not only is he the
Messiah, but God himself whose rightful place is on God’s throne, “seated at the right
hand of Power.” And then he clearly says that it is as God that he would be revealed to
them in a supernatural way in judgement at some point when he, “comes with the clouds
of Heaven.” It was not a crime worthy of the death penalty to claim to be the Messiah,
the Christ, but to blaspheme by claiming for yourself the honor that belongs to God
himself, that was a capital crime under the Mosaic law. Leviticus 24:16 says, 16
Whoever blasphemes the name of the Lord shall surely be put to death. All the
congregation shall stone him. The sojourner as well as the native, when he blasphemes
the Name, shall be put to death. Lies would not condemn Jesus to the cross, but the
truth about who he was would be the deciding factor. And rather than false witnesses
paid off by these supposedly God-fearing religious leaders, Jesus himself openly
declares himself to be their God, and the one they should be worshipping. Rather than
worship, they make their rejection of their Messiah complete by calling for his death.
They hand him over to either Roman guards or temple police who begin to abuse him
with strikes and blows. The God of the universe subjected himself to insults and
mockery and beating by those who claimed to worship him so that the ultimate plan of
God for our salvation could be fulfilled. The irony of all of this is that while the Sanhedrin
mock Jesus’s ability to prophecy, every one of his prophecies will come true, and the
high priest who accuses Jesus of blasphemy is in fact the blasphemer, because Jesus is
God the Son.

| hope in this text, you have begun to see the suffering of Jesus and understood what is
leading to his death. But we always need to ask, so what? Is more knowledge of Jesus’s
crucifixion our goal? No, it’s not. Hebrews 13:8 says, Jesus Christ is the same yesterday
and today and forever. When Jesus makes clear that he is God and that he will and now
is reigning by saying, | am, and you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of
Power; What Jesus said then has not changed. Jesus is on the throne of this universe.
He is seated alongside God the Father making intercession for us. Romans 8:34 asks
based on that, “Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that,
who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.”
Jesus rules and reigns and goes to God the Father on behalf of his followers saying,
“this one is mine, pour out your grace on my child.” And the question we need to ask is
are we following our king Jesus and his rule over us? Too many times, we are like Judas,
betraying our king with a lavish public kiss, while choosing to reject him as our Lord. Or
like the high priest and Sanhedrin, outwardly claiming to worship God but rejecting
God’s plan for salvation through Jesus Christ and rule over our life. There are only two
ways to live in this world, with Jesus as the king of our lives or rejecting Jesus as Lord
and Savior and putting ourselves at the center of our lives. One brings eternal life
through Jesus who willingly went to the cross for you, the other brings eternal death
under God’s wrath because your sin is not paid for. Which way will you choose?



