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Mark 14:1-11 Preparation for a sacrifice

Today’s passage in Mark continues to move us closer to Jesus’s crucifixion. What we
will see in Mark 14:1-11 is all the players involved in the crucifixion of Jesus making their
final preparations for what is coming. And each of them have very different motives and
understandings about what is coming with Jesus’s death. To understand what is
happening from here on out in the events of Mark, it will require some understanding of
some Jewish events and festivals that these events take place around. Chapter 14
begins by telling us in verse 1, 14 It was now two days before the Passover and the
Feast of Unleavened Bread. This is important to understand what these feasts were and
what was happening in these final days of Jesus’s life. Because Mark has been very
clear on what time period he is talking about, two days before these feasts, | want to
show a timeline of what happens these last few days before Jesus’s death. Just know
that these days are debated. The case has been made for Wednesday, Thursday and of
course the traditional day of Friday for the crucifixion. This timeline on the screen shows
the traditional view, but | also think Thursday is a very strong possibility. The really
important fact of the crucifixion is not the exact day it took place, but that it did. More
important is what Mark points out here about the Feasts happening during this same
week. The timeline on the screen is from New Testament Scholar, Dr. Andreas
Kostenberger who defends the traditional year of 33AD as the year for the Crucifixion
and makes the case for April 3, 33AD. The reason he can be so specific is because we
know that the Passover takes place on the 15th day of the Hebrew month of Nissan.
The year, though, is debated and that would change the day of the week. But based on
33AD, he says that the day of the Last Supper that we will look at next week is
Thursday, April 2 (Nissan 14). Then, the crucifixion takes place on Friday and the
Resurrection on Sunday, which everyone agrees on. So, in this timeline, when we are
told it was two days before the Passover, we are talking about Wednesday of the week
of Jesus’s death. The other issue that affects the day is that the Jews count the day as
starting in the evening and going to the next evening. But the key here is not the day of
the week, but the feast taking place.

So what is the passover? We will take a longer look at this when | preach through
Exodus later this year, but for now, we can see the history of the Passover in Exodus
12. Let’s read through some selected verses from this chapter and see what the
Passover is. Verse 3 says, 3 Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of
this month every man shall take a lamb according to their fathers' houses, a lamb for a
household. Then verses 6-7 says, 6 and you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this
month, when the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at
twilight. 7 “Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and
the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. Then verses 11-14. 11 In this manner you
shall eat it: with your belt fastened, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your
hand. And you shall eat it in haste. It is the Lord's Passover. 12 For | will pass through
the land of Egypt that night, and | will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both
man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt | will execute judgments: | am the Lord. 13
The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And when | see the
blood, | will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when | strike the
land of Egypt. 14 “This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a
feast to the Lord; throughout your generations, as a statute forever, you shall keep it as
a feast. This was the final judgement and plague on Egypt. The firstborn of every living



thing would be killed unless there was the blood of the passover lamb spread on the
doorposts. So, keep that idea in mind as we look at this passage.

Then there is feast of unleavened bread. This is normally attached to the celebration of
Passover as we see here, but they are two separate but related events. The seven days
of the feast of unleavened bread follows the Passover. As Exodus 12 continues in verse
15, it explains the origin of this feast. Exodus 12:15 says, 15 Seven days you shall eat
unleavened bread. On the first day you shall remove leaven out of your houses, for if
anyone eats what is leavened, from the first day until the seventh day, that person shall
be cut off from Israel. Then verse 20 says, 20 You shall eat nothing leavened; in all your
dwelling places you shall eat unleavened bread. This feast is about purity. Leaven, a
bread’s rising agent, is always seen as impurity and sin in the Bible. So, this feast was a
time of symbolically removing all the sin and impurity from the lives of the people. Today,
those Jews who still keep these feast days will go through couch cushions and corners
of cabinets to find the least bit of cereal or other products that contain any sort of
yeast or rising agent that may have fallen out of a container or been dropped by even a
young child in order to make sure that they have all the impurity out of their houses.
Once again, keep in mind this feast and the meaning of cleansing from sin out of our
lives.

So, with those two observances in our minds let’s see what the first group, Jesus’s
enemies do to prepare for the crucifixion. Read Mark 14:1-2. 14 It was now two days
before the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread. And the chief priests and the
scribes were seeking how to arrest him by stealth and kill him, *for they said, “Not
during the feast, lest there be an uproar from the people.” The first group of people we
see in this text are Jesus’s enemies. They are preparing for the crucifixion by looking for
a way to carry it out. And they want to do it in a way that doesn’t undermine their
leadership of the people. The problem is there are a lot of people always around Jesus.
Remember, they have already spent an entire day at the temple trying to trip him up into
saying something that would give them a legitimate reason to arrest him. But now they
seem to have given up having any reason, but are just looking for an opportunity that
will not be in a way that the majority of the people will not be in an uproar. Their
preparation to arrest Jesus would be complete when the third person focused on in our
passage today comes into the picture.

But for now, let’s see what Jesus’s followers do to prepare for Jesus’s crucifixion.
Read verses 3-9 of Mark 14. ° And while he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the
leper,” as he was reclining at table, a woman came with an alabaster flask of ointment
of pure nard, very costly, and she broke the flask and poured it over his head.* There
were some who said to themselves indignantly, “Why was the ointment wasted like
that? °For this ointment could have been sold for more than three hundred

denarii and given to the poor.” And they scolded her. °But Jesus said, “Leave her
alone. Why do you trouble her? She has done a beautiful thing to me.” For you always
have the poor with you, and whenever you want, you can do good for them. But you will
not always have me. ®She has done what she could; she has anointed my body
beforehand for burial. °And truly, | say to you, wherever the gospel is proclaimed in the
whole world, what she has done will be told in memory of her.” Jesus is now out of
Jerusalem and back in the city of Bethany. The Gospel of John tells us that this event
takes place at the home of Mary and Martha and Lazarus, who Jesus had raised from
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the dead. John 12:1 and 3 says, 12 Six days before the Passover, Jesus therefore came
to Bethany, where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead.Verse 3, *Mary
therefore took a pound of expensive ointment made from pure nard, and anointed the
feet of Jesus... So why does Mark not give us that detail? Because for him the act of an
unnamed woman is going to be contrasted against a known insider, a disciple named
Judas Iscariot, who will betray Jesus. Simon the Leper was Mary, Martha and Lazarus’s
father, who had apparently been healed of leprosy or he would not be able to host a
social activity. This event really highlights the depth of betrayal that happens next.

So, Mark, brings this unnamed woman into the picture purposely to show how a follower
of Jesus prepared for the coming crucifixion. Why a woman? Normally women would not
have been anywhere in this event. This was a social gathering where normally women
would not have been welcome, but Jesus is different. Throughout his ministry, social and
religious norms have not controlled his actions and attitudes. His allegiance is to God
and even to God’s law as laid out in the Old testament, but not to human prejudice and
sexist attitudes. So he welcomes this interruption by this woman, and commends her
action as not only proper, but in verse 6, “beautiful!” So, what was beautiful about this
action? First what made this beautiful was the item used in the anointing Jesus with oil,
pouring this oil over his head. Mark describes it in verse 3 like this... alabaster flask of
ointment of pure nard, very costly. The wording here is very over the top in describing
this ointment. Nard, that we call usually call Spikenard now, was an essential oil that at
that time had to come from India. So because of the difficulty of making this oil and the
limited quantities that it would have been available in and the distance it had to come to
be in the area of Israel made this extremely valuable. One of its uses was for preparing
bodies for burial because it would mask the smell, but it could have also been kept as a
family heirloom and passed on as an expensive investment. In fact, we are told that
some watching pointed out that this would be worth 300 Denarii. | mentioned in an
earlier sermon that a Denarii was one day’s wage at the time, meaning that this would
have been nearly a year’s salary for the average person.

So why did this lady do what she did? From her perspective, this was probably simply an
act of honor and worship towards her Lord, Jesus, who she recognized as her Christ,
her Messiah. Just like the widow at the temple in chapter 12 who gave everything she
had in those two small copper coins, this lady was giving that thing that was likely her
most treasured posession and offering it completely in worship to her Savior. Notice
that we are given the added detail that she broke the bottle that it was in. She made it
so the bottle itself could not be reused, she completely offered every part of this with no
way to take it back to Jesus. This is once again the picture of what a disciple is
supposed to be. But what she could not have seen is that her picture of faithful
discipleship was doing something even greater. |t was pointing to his death... in verse 8,
Jesus says, she has anointed my body beforehand for burial. While Jesus’s enemies
were plotting his crucifixion, the followers of Jesus were experiencing a beautiful act of
worship pointing to the death that would happen soon after. Jesus says in verse 9,
that... wherever the gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be
told in memory of her. He is saying that what this lady did would be pointed to as an
example of discipleship wherever the gospel is presented. How does this tie in to the
message of the gospel? The gospel is essentially the overarching narrative of scripture.
Creation - we are a created being by a Creator God. Fall - starting with the first man,
Adam, we have all sinned against a holy God in both in thought and action. Redemption -



God provided a redeemer, a Savior, prophesied in the Old Testament, and now revealed
in the new as Jesus Christ. And Restoration — One day, redemption will be complete as
all things are made new, and the current process of renewal through redemption will be
finished and everything including those of us redeemed through the blood of Jesus will
be fully perfected and made holy, without the sin that presently affects not only us, but
the world around us. This woman demonstrates for all who read this story the depth of
thankfulness resulting in worship that exists in the true disciples of Jesus. She
recognized how much she owed to her Savior, even if she was not fully aware at that
moment what he would do for her less than 48 hours later on a cross.

What she could not have known or any of the other disciples was what was in the mind
of at least one of those criticizing her actions. The gospel according to John actually
tells us in John 12:4 that is was Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples... who criticized this
woman’s gift to Jesus. This is important, because this supposed disciple of Jesus, who
criticized a legitimate act of discipleship by a true follower of Christ was preparing
himself as Jesus’s betrayer. Look at verses 10-11 where Jesus’s betrayer prepares.
"Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the chief priests in order to
betray him to them. ' And when they heard it, they were glad and promised to give him
money. And he sought an opportunity to betray him. Remember that this passage starts
with the religious leaders seeking a way to arrest Jesus without the presence of crowds
that would get upset and could cause an “uproar from the people.” Judas betraying
Jesus is their perfect way to make that happen. He would be the one who could lead
them to Jesus at a time when he was alone. In the book of Mark, this event seems like it
was out of the blue and sudden, but the other gospels paint a picture of Judas as a
greedy man who actually is stealing from the money given to Jesus and his disciples. We
don’t have time to to into it, but its clear that Judas has never been a true follower of
Jesus. This should be a warning to all of us. You can blend into a group of Christians, of
Christ followers, and fool everyone around you, but not really follow Jesus. That means
you can attend YIBC, you can even be a member and participate. | would go so far as to
say you may even be able to teach a Sunday School class or serve in leadership in some
way, and that is no guarantee of your heart as a follower of Jesus. Judas had heard the
gospel. He had heard the truth that Jesus came to redeem sinners, but he himself had
rejected him as his redeemer and Savior. But that actually brings us back to where we
started and the celebrations that were taking place during this same time. All of this
preparation taking place by Jesus’s enemies, his disciples, and his betrayer is all part of
God’s eternal plan for our salvation. And on the same day that lambs are being picked
out to sacrifice for Passover, the perfect lamb of God, who every one of those lambs
pointed to was preparing for his own sacrificial death. A death that makes possible the
removal of sin and guilt for all who would turn to him for salvation. Unlike the temporary
cleansing of a house during the Feast of Unleavened Bread, we are made holy,
sanctified for eternity through the blood of Jesus applied not to a door, but to each of
our lives. This is cause for thanksgiving, a reason to sacrifice everything in worship to
our Savior and Lord, Jesus Christ. Let’s pray.



