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Mark 13:14-37 Jesus Christ will come back!

Today’s passage is Mark 13:14-37. As | pointed out last week, all of Mark 13 is
prophetic as Jesus tries to prepare his disciples for what will happen after he leaves the
earth. And today’s passage really gets into some real sources of arguments that date
back centuries between various theological systems. The issue is the timing of these
events. What | see in this passage is a mixing of events that will happen soon after
Christ’s resurrection and ascension back into Heaven, and events that are still to
happen. Others see all of these events except one, Christ’s return, as having already
happened. And still other say that everything in this passage is still to come in the
future. As we look through this passage we have to keep in mind one event that is very
important to the history of Israel that | talked about last week. It is the destruction of
Jerusalem and essentially the end of the nation of Israel that took place in AD70 at the
hands of the Roman army. Israel as a national political entity would not exist again until
1948. The disagreement and difficulty comes in determining which parts of what Jesus
says happened in 70AD and what if any is still to come or happening now. | don’t know
that | can solve that today, and as | said last week, that is not the point of prophecy
anyway. The point that Jesus is making with this prophecy is that he is coming back!

Let’s begin by looking at verses 14 - 23 that shows us that The time before Christ’s
coming will be increasingly bad. And | want to go through this passage and show the
three different groups that Jesus seems to be addressing here. The first we see is
Israel. Verses 14-18 say, '* “But when you see the abomination of desolation standing
where he ought not to be (let the reader understand), then let those who are in Judea
flee to the mountains. '° Let the one who is on the housetop not go down, nor enter his
house, to take anything out, '®and let the one who is in the field not turn back to take his
cloak. 17 And alas for women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants in
those days! "®Pray that it may not happen in winter. The reason | say that this applies to
Israel is the reference to Judea, and the fact that when Matthew gives this same
account of Jesus’s words, he adds the clarification that “where he ought no to be”
seems to be in the holiest part of the Jerusalem temple itself. Matthew 24:15 says, 15
“So when you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by the prophet Daniel,
standing in the holy place (let the reader understand) This seems to be Jesus still
prophesying about the event that would see the destruction of the temple in AD70. But
then Jesus’s word seem to expand to a broader application to something the entire
world will experience on a global scale. Verses 19-20 say, '°For in those days there will
be such tribulation as has not been from the beginning of the creation that God created
until now, and never will be.* And if the Lord had not cut short the days, no human
being would be saved. But for the sake of the elect, whom he chose, he shortened the
days. The destruction of Jerusalem did not affect the world in such a way that every
human being would be destroyed unless God intervened. This should lead us to
understand that there is a tribulation, a period of suffering and persecution that will
affect everyone and everywhere in the world. We saw last week that destruction would
not just come through wars, but through natural disasters that would get worse. Mark
13:8 tells us, 8 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There
will be earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. When we read the book of
Revelation, there is a period of tribulation described that gets worse the further it goes,
and it seems best to understand that this period is all the time after Christ leaves the
earth to the time he returns. And in fact, Jesus seems to be saying that the natural
course of sin in the world would lead to the destruction of the human race if Jesus does



not return at some point. This is one reason why | can’t be a dispensationalist. The time
of tribulation does not seem limited to a period of seven years that some read into
Revelation, but more of an increasingly difficult period of tribulation and persecution that
will only end when it culminates in Christ’s return.

Then notice the reason for that return, which leads us into the third group addressed
here which is the true church. He says that this period of tribulation would actually be
shortened in such a way that not every human would be killed, and the reason for this is
his elect- in other words, the church. We see the church addressed in verses 21-23.

2! And then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘Look, there he is!’ do not
believe it. * For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform signs and
wonders, to lead astray, if possible, the elect. * But be on guard; | have told you all
things beforehand. This is a warning to his disciples, and by extension to us as well, that
false religion would be on the rise during this period of tribulation. So, not only will there
be fearful things happening in the world around us, but direct attacks on the church as
well. But there is a giant light of hope here in this one little word - elect. Some people
don’t like the term election, but the truth of God’s electing love. His predestination of us
to salvation and to sonship through Christ means that since it is God’s word, it can not
be undone! The only real hope that we have comes through this incredible truth of
Election. As Ephesians 1:4-5 clearly tells us, 4 even as he chose us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he
predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the
purpose of his will. This sovereign election of us by God’s grace is what makes it
possible to persevere to the end in spite of tribulation and false teachers trying to get
us to fall away from our commitment to Christ. Since salvation is not based on our works
or effort but on God’s, we can find strength through his Holy Spirit to be on guard
against these false teachers. Those who are truly followers of Jesus, the elect, will stand
firm even in the face of tribulation. And those churches that are true churches of Jesus
Christ will guard and protect the doctrine and teaching of the church from false
teaching, even when it gets harder and harder to do so in an increasingly more secular
and godless world.

What keeps us going as God’s elect is the promise of Christ’s return. And it will not be a
secret return, or something that is not noticeable to most of the world. Christ’s coming
will be earth shattering. This is what we see in verses 24-27.

2*“But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon wiill
not give its light, * and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the
heavens will be shaken. * And then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with
great power and glory.?” And then he will send out the angels and gather his elect

from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. This is the hope
we have as those who have been elected to salvation! Jesus is coming. Everything else
we see around us, no matter how bad it gets does not end in the earth’s destruction,
but in its redemption as its creator, our Savior returns to the earth. And this Advent,
this appearing, is not as a tiny baby, but as conquering king. When we read Revelation
19:11-21, we see an even more powerful description of Christ’s return, that we call his
Second Coming. Starting with verse 11 we read, Then | saw heaven opened, and
behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful and True, and in
righteousness he judges and makes war. Then verse 13 He is clothed in a robe dipped
in® blood, and the name by which he is called is The Word of God. It is only by the shed
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blood of Jesus’s own blood that we are part of the elect, and we know from John 1 that
he is the incarnate Word of God. And there will be no doubt about his power and glory
as verse 16 goes on to say, '°On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King
of kings and Lord of lords. And at that time, those who reject God’s rule in this world,
and have rejected Jesus Christ will be judged by the one they rejected. That judgement
is described in the most graphic of terms as we read in verse 17. Then | saw an angel
standing in the sun, and with a loud voice he called to all the birds that fly directly
overhead, “Come, gather for the great supper of God, '°to eat the flesh of kings, the
flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and their riders, and the
flesh of all men, both free and slave, both small and great.” No one is exempt from
God’s judgement before the one who died for them to have the opportunity to repent
and turn from their sins and receive God’s mercy. Kings, Captains, the mighty, the free,
the slave, the small and the great are judged for their failure to bring glory to their
Creator by being made righteous in God’s eyes through faith in Jesus Christ. This is an
awesome truth in its full definition of being awe-inspiring! But if you don’t know Jesus
Christ today, then this should be a fearful picture of what judgement awaits you if you
continue to reject Christ. | remember as a child reading Revelation and hearing sermons
on Christ’s return, and being scared to death that | would not be one of those elect that
Jesus was coming to bring to himself. Of course, at that time it was a more
dispensational understanding of a secret rapture where all the believers would be gone
and only unbelievers would remain on earth. While | don’t believe that the Bible teaches
that, the truth remains that Jesus is returning, and that return will be fearful for those
he comes to judge as he gathers his elect to himself.

The truth that Christ is coming, and what we have just talked about from Revelation
about that return means that we must prepare for Christ’s return. That is what Jesus
tells his disciples as this chapter ends. Let’s read verses 28-36. * “From the fig tree
learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out its leaves, you know
that summer is near. * So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that
he is near, at the very gates. * Truly, | say to you, this generation will not pass away
until all these things take place. * Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will
not pass away. *“But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. * Be on guard, keep awake.” For you
do not know when the time will come. *It is like a man going on a journey, when he
leaves home and puts his servants™in charge, each with his work, and commands the
doorkeeper to stay awake. * Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when the
master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows,
or in the morning— **lest he come suddenly and find you asleep. * And what | say to you
| say to all: Stay awake.” Jesus says that he has told his disciples all of this prophecy as
a way to help them recognize that his coming is close. Just like you see a tree start to
put on buds in the Springtime and know that Summer is coming, you see the world seem
to fall apart and tribulation seem to come and can trust that Jesus is coming soon! What
we have to see here in these final verses, though, is that Jesus seems to still be
speaking about two different prophetic periods and events. The one where Jerusalem
will fall, the temple will be destroyed and people will flee from Judea as verse 14 says,
will happen before “this generation” in other words, the disciples generation is gone. But
after that his words again seem to expand beyond the disciples to the rest of time
including when we live now. The fact is the world has not gotten better since Rome, the
world has gotten substantially worse in many ways. Christians in nearly every generation
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throughout the last 2000 years of history have looked at the world around them and
seen the tribulation and events that Jesus described and taken that as a sign of his
coming. That is why we can say that we believe in the imminent return of Jesus Christ.
He could come at any time. As verse 32 says, But concerning that day or that hour, no
one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. So, the
temple fell, but Jesus didn’t return. That did not shake the faith of these first disciples.
They simply understood that was just one thing that would happen in a history of
tribulation to come. Just as an aside, for those who may be familiar with it, this truth
that the time of tribulation gets worse until Christ’s return, leads me to not be post-
millenial in theology. | don’t see from Scripture how we as the church could usher in a
time of peace on earth before Christ’s return.

So, what is it that we are to do in preparation for Christ’s return? Jesus tells us right
here. Verses 33-34 say, *Be on guard, keep awake.” For you do not know when the
time will come. * It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his
servants™in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to stay

awake. We focus on the work that God has given us to do and keep faithful to that task,
aware that Christ is coming back at any time. All of us are given a task. It is found in the
Great Commission in Matthew 28:19. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
We are called to the work of making disciples. Not only that we are each given gifts to
love and serve the Body of Christ with. Romans 12:5-6 says in part::- we, though many,
are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 6 Having gifts that
differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: Are you doing the work that
God has called you to? Loving others in the Body of Christ by using your gifts to serve
in the church? Are you reaching out beyond the Body of Christ and seeking to make
disciples by sharing Christ with others? One day Jesus will come back. Will he find us
spiritually awake, seeking to be obedient to his work he has given us? Or will he find us
spiritually asleep focused on all the different things this world has to offer, but
neglecting the things of God that matter for eternity? Those things that matter for
eternity are found in His Word, that will never pass away. God’s Word will never change.
It provides an anchor for us in the tribulation of the world around us. An old Gospel
song written by Fanny Crosby says, 1 When Jesus comes to reward His servants,
Whether it be noon or night, Faithful to Him will He find us watching, With our lamps all
trimmed and bright? O can we say we are ready, brother? Ready for the soul’s bright
home? Say, will He find you and me still watching, Waiting, watching when the Lord shall
come? Jesus is coming back! Are you ready, and are you expecting his return? Let’s

pray.
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