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Mark 13:1-13 The cost of discipleship

Today, we start chapter 13 of Mark. Again to refresh us on where we are at in this book, we
are likely still talking about events that happened on the Tuesday of Jesus’s final week of life
on earth. But now, Jesus’s entire focus is on his final days with his disciples before his
death. There will be no more public ministry, only these 12 men. Jesus wants to prepare
them for his coming death his resurrection, and after he ascends back to Heaven and is no
longer with them in a physical way. This makes chapter 13 rather difficult, as it is clearly
largely prophetic. We may not agree on all the interpretation of the prophecy and that is
fine. | don’t believe that eschatology or the study of future things in theology is something
that needs to divide believers, and we don’t take an official position doctrinally at YIBC on a
particular view. So, while | will make some statements regarding interpretation, | will try to
focus most heavily on the practical side of what Jesus is trying to get us to see no matter
how we interpret the details of Mark 13. And this week’s passage of just the first 13 verses
is not as difficult as the second half of the chapter.

This passage unfolds in three different parts to his discussion, as Jesus tells his disciples
what the cost will be as his follower. Let’s start with the absence of a physical location
makes discipleship difficult. Mark 13:1-2 says, 13 And as he came out of the temple, one
of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher, what wonderful stones and what wonderful
buildings!” ? And Jesus said to him, “Do you see these great buildings? There will not be left
here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” The Roman ruler Herod had
who ruled when Jesus was born had rebuilt and restored the temple that had been built by
those who returned to Israel after the period we know as the Babylonian captivity. Historical
records tell us that at this point in Jesus’s life, the temple would have been finished
rebuilding and restoring only a few years before this. So to look at the temple would have
awe inspiring. The beatiful gleaming white temple that historians tell us was covered with
gold on the front was one of it not Herod’s greatest building projects. So, of course the
people of Israel including the disciples were proud of their temple which represented to the
world the glory of their God that they claimed to worship in a visible display of that glory.
For the Jews, the center of their worship of God was centered there in Jerusalem at that
temple. Of course they gathered in local synagogues and worshiped together, but all of
them would have looked forward to the opportunities to worship at the actual temple in
Jerusalem.

And of course Jesus has just spent an entire day teaching in that temple, so there is no
inherent problem with having a place dedicated to worship and teaching that draws people
to God. But what happens when that place is gone? That is what Jesus tells his disciples is
going to happen. This is the first prophecy that he gives them in this chapter. This beautiful
temple where their worship and their faith is centered will be destroyed less than 50 years
later when the Roman army would destroy the temple completely in 70AD. One of the things
that at least points to the fact that Jesus was who he claimed to be was the fact that he
prophesied things that are easily verifiable that they happened. There was a rebellion
against Roman rule in 66AD and the Roman government squashed the rebellion by
destroying the city of Jerusalem and especially the temple. There was nothing left of the
building when they finished.

By the time that event happened, the disciples were in the process of building the church
that was begun after Jesus left, and the church did not focus on buildings. Acts 2:46 tells
us about these first Christians... [They were] day by day, attending the temple together and
breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts. They
were at that time, still gathering in the temple to worship together, but they were also



gathering in homes and sharing meals together. Many chapters later, after Christians had
been kicked out of the temple and the local Jewish synagogues, we read in Acts 12:12
about where they met to pray. 12 When he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the
mother of John whose other name was Mark, where many were gathered together and were
praying. The believers had gathered in a house to pray. Now, of course, their houses were
different, with large courtyards that many people could gather in. But the point remains,
that the focus of discipleship in the church had moved from being focused in a building to
simply gathering with other people to worship and grow in the Word of God together.
Discipleship and making disciples would be easy if it were enough to just get people to come
into a building. Some of you here today are in the building we meet in that we call a church
building, but you are not followers of Christ. It would be easier if discipleship did revolve
around religious acts in a building. If | offer this sacrifice and say this prayer and do this
thing that happens in this building, then | am a worshipper of God, or a follower of Christ.
Certainly, a building can be beneficial in making disciples, but we must never confuse
following Jesus and being his disciple with having a building to come to. As | try to remind us
of every week, you are the church when you leave here, as much as you are the church
gathered in worship in this building. We are in the disciple making business, and if God
decides to take away this building that will still be our mission to become disciples ourselves
and make disciples of others.

But its not just the loss of a temple, a place for worship that makes that difficult, it is the
presence of conflict that makes discipleship difficult. Look at verses 3-8. °And as he sat
on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter and James and John and Andrew asked
him privately,” “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign when all these
things are about to be accomplished?” ® And Jesus began to say to them, “See that no one
leads you astray.® Many will come in my name, saying, ‘| am he!’ and they will lead many
astray. " And when you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. This must take
place, but the end is not yet.® For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. These are but
the beginning of the birth pains. With the beauty of the temple still in view, the disciples (4
of them anyways) naturally ask what seems to be the obvious question, “when will this
happen?” This is the same question that we often ask about prophecy. Many people
throughout history have studied the Bible for the purpose answering that question,
especially when Jesus will return. But Jesus doesn’t give them a specific answer, because
there is a purpose in the prophecy. The purpose is to warn us and to keep us looking
forward to what is coming. If we knew the exact time Christ would return, we would not live
in the way we are commanded with the expectation that he could return any time. The “not
knowing” actually grows our faith and gives us hope in our relationship with Christ that
could be fully realized at any time either by death or by his return. That is why Titus 2:13
can say that we are 13 waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great
God and Savior Jesus Christ.

So, Jesus doesn’t give them the answer they are expecting. Instead, he says, “this must take
place”...and he seems to be referring back to the temple destruction... and that this will
come with wars and natural disasters that will seem to never end. It’s incredible how true
Jesus’s statement has ended up being. We are 2000 years down the road from this point,
and the 20th century was the bloodiest in the history of the world, with more lives lost to
warfare than any other period in time. But even before the 20th century where the
worldwide nature of war and new technology created greater capacity for loss of human life,
the world has never been at peace. In the United States, the way | was taught world history
and US history was essentially by which war we were fighting that brought about changes



on the world or national landscape. And wars continue to this day, and even peace seems
very tenuous and weak when we look at the news. That same news brings several times a
year now stories of major natural disasters like earthquakes and famines. But Jesus’s point
is that the role of being a disciple and making a disciple does not change in the face of world
conditions and conflict. War will come. Natural disasters will come. And the true disciple will
continue to follow Christ through it all. That will be made even harder because verse 6 says,
®Many will come in my name, saying, ‘1 am he!’ and they will lead many astray. In fact
throughout history some of those wars have been started by messianic figures who at some
level claimed for themselves the same power that Jesus himself did. That conflict in the
world has been seen in conflict against true Christian faith, as various false religions have
risen by people claiming to have new information from God or even that they are the return
of Jesus. The Mormon, or Latter Day Saints, were established because Joseph Smith who
had been raised with basic Biblical understandings claimed that he had received a vision that
said all modern churches were corrupt. He claimed to be given golden plates by an angel
that revealed the book of Mormon. It is a book which undermines the truth of the gospel and
the nature of Jesus Christ as God the Son. So this was an example of someone saying, “l am
he!” “You don’t know the real Jesus or God’s Word, here it is.” Mormonism because of its
high moral values, and Christian language and protestant church feel has misled many many
believers or those who were at least familiar with Christianity. All this conflict makes being a
disciple and making disciples difficult, so how do we do discipleship in this environment?
How do we grow as a disciple with the world around us falling apart and error so prevalent?
The answer is inferred in verse 5 “See that no one leads you astray.” What would the
disciples have been led astray from? It was everything they had heard and learned from and
about Jesus over their 3 years time. Today, we learn those same things from the Bible. Our
foundation for discipleship for anchoring our faith in the middle of spiritual conflict is the
Word of God. When we get away from the Word of God, that is when we are led astray.
That is when our worry and concern about the world situation causes us to lose sight of the
hope that we have in Jesus and be alarmed to use Jesus’s term at everything we see.

And this reliance on God’s Word as a firm foundation for our faith and growth as a disciple
becomes even more important when that conflict becomes very personal. Because the
guarantee of opposition makes discipleship difficult. Look at verses 9-13, the final part of
this section. °“But be on your guard. For they will deliver you over to councils, and you will
be beaten in synagogues, and you will stand before governors and kings for my sake, to
bear witness before them. '° And the gospel must first be proclaimed to all nations. ' And
when they bring you to trial and deliver you over, do not be anxious beforehand what you
are to say, but say whatever is given you in that hour, for it is not you who speak, but the
Holy Spirit. '? And brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and
children will rise against parents and have them put to death. '* And you will be hated by all
for my name's sake. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. The hatred between
nations that results in wars will be directed personally against Christians in persecution. Of
course Jesus is speaking to these 12 men, 11 of whom, would be persecuted for following
Christ. And Jesus is guaranteeing them that they will be persecuted for their faith
sometimes even at the hands of family. On the one hand, Jesus intended these remarks for
his disciples, but it does seem that Jesus is clearly casting the net wider and saying that if
you are a follower of Christ, this is the guarantee. You are guaranteed to face persecution.
This isn’t exactly an effective way to gain disciples and followers. Jesus is saying “follow me,
and | guarantee that people will hate you, your family may hate you, and the government is
going to try to kill you sometimes.” What an invitation! And yet, we are still called to remain
his disciple and to call others to follow Christ. It doesn’t mean that we look forward to
persecution or seek persecution, but Jesus says, “be on your guard.” Be ready for when it



does come. By living in Japan or in most of the nations we come from, extreme persecution
is not something that we think about. It is out there...we know it happens, we pray for a
different country with real persecution every week, but it will never happen to us. That’s
what many Japanese Christians may have thought before the Tokugawa Shogunate banned
Christianity in 1612. Or Russians before the Bolshevik Revolution in 1917. Or those living in
China before 1949. So the question is not if there will be persecution but when, where and
how severe. In addition to being the bloodiest century, the 20th century according to some
research produced more Christian martyrs than any previous century since Christ.
Persecution became more intense rather than less.

And what is it that will get us through that persecution, even if it leads to death? The
answer we see here in the text is the Holy Spirit. Notice verse 11, for it is not you who
speak, but the Holy Spirit. In the gospel according to the apostle John, he tells us in John14
that the Holy Spirit is our Helper, sometimes translated comforter. John 14:27 tells us that
the presence of our Helper bring peace. 27 Peace | leave with you; my peace | give to you.
Not as the world gives do | give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be
afraid. The Holy Spirit gives peace in a broken and increasingly fractured world. So, Jesus
says to us today, “do not be anxious” “do not be alarmed” my peace | give to youl! Is
discipleship easy? Is there a cost and a sacrifice to following Christ? Yes. But there is a
hope and peace that is ours through the Word of God and the work of the Holy Spirit as we
grow closer and closer to our Savior Jesus Christ. Until Christ returns we have a mission to
bear witness of Jesus before others as verse 9 says. And though that witness may bring
persecution we know that this gospel that is promised in verse 10 to be proclaimed to all
nations, before Christ’s return is powerful enough to change lives and make disciples even in
the face of its enemies. So, the Apostle Paul could write in Romans 1:16, For | am not
ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to
the Jew first and also to the Greek. It is that gospel that is proclaimed and that we rehearse
each time we take this communion meal. We proclaim that we are sinners who deserve to be
punished and crushed for our sin, but that we have a Savior who was broken and crushed
for us. We have a savior who died for our sin and shed his blood and with his wounds we
are healed (lsaiah 53:5). If you know that Savior today; if you have accepted Jesus Christ as
your Lord and Savior and been obedient to him in baptism, then | invite you to participate in
this Lord’s Supper meal today. For those who haven’t accepted Jesus as Savior or been
baptized, | would ask you to refrain from partaking. For parents, the best way to teach your
children the importance of this meal is to not allow them to participate if they are not ready.
After | pray the Deacons will serve the elements from the four corners of the sanctuary and
once we have all been served, we will eat together and drink together. Let’s pray.



