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Psalm 145 A Big God for Big Challenges.

Over the next year, our church faces some big challenges. These challenges are not bad
things. In fact, they are very good things as we look at the future of YIBC. First, We
have several missionaries coming to join us at YIBC over the next year as they begin
their ministry here in Japan. We will be helping them adjust to the culture, learn the
language and gain experience doing ministry in this country. This is a challenge in the
sense that we want to do this well as a church because if God allows, the impact they
can have over the course of decades of ministry will make a difference for the number of
followers of Christ and healthy churches in Japan. Second, we approved a plan to move
forward with a reform of our buildings once God blesses us with the money. We adopted
a proposed long term facility budget that relies on bringing in the same amount of
money, 30 Million Yen, as what we generally bring in each year for regular budget
expenses. This would seem to be pretty lofty and insurmountable goal to reach. Then we
have our regular goal we lay out in our vision of seeing new believers come to Christ and
new churches raised up. You can read this in our vision statement on the front of your
bulletin every week. This isn’t an easy vision to achieve, and we should never be content
in how many people we see come to Christ or the two churches God has allowed us to
have a hand in planting since 2019. The Elders will be working on developing a missions
strategy this year that will take into account our current efforts and hopefully new ones
that can open up with new missionaries joining us. God has already used our English
Café, our VBS, our Christmas in Bethlehem, the English camp for Yokohama Jogakuin
and so many other relationships developed in the course of our various ministries. But
the challenge is to not get complacent in reaching people with the gospel. We can’t lose
sight of the fact that 99 percent of the people all around us are lost and trapped in their
sin and on their way to eternal hell without Jesus Christ. All of these things and probably
more that we don’t know are going to challenge us in the next year. But here is what |
want to focus on today...Our God is big enough to meet those challenges. When we
open the Word of God, we are assured that our God is big enough and strong enough to
empower us to meet each one of these challenges we face as a church, and each
challenge you face personally in the year to come. | want to look today at Psalm 145
where we see that we have a big God who can meet every big challenge.

As we begin this Psalm, we see first that His greatness is big. Look with me at the
first 6 verses of Psalm 145. A Song of Praise. Of David | will extol you, my God

and King, and bless your name forever and ever. 2 Every day | will bless you and praise
your name forever and ever. 3 Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, and

his greatness is unsearchable. 4 One generation shall commend your works to another,
and shall declare your mighty acts. 5 On the glorious splendor of your majesty, and on
your wondrous works, | will meditate. 6 They shall speak of the might of your awesome
deeds, and | will declare your greatness. What makes a person great in the eyes of
history is verifiable actions that have been recorded about them. In the Bible, God has
revealed his greatness to us through his actions. Starting with Creation itself in Genesis
1, God has shown us that his greatness is beyond anything we can even imagine. The
psalmist, who we are told is David is praising and worshipping God because his
greatness is “unsearchable.” There is no research or investigation that we can do to
truly understand just how great God is. Scientists spend a lifetime studying the universe,
but none of them has exhausted all there is to learn about this world, or this universe we
exist in. Theologians have spent lifetimes and written hundreds and even thousands of
volumes in trying to determine as best as possible from God’s written Revelation of



himself to us, the Bible, just who God is and what there is we can know about him. While
Scripture is clear we can know him to some extent, until we reach Heaven, our minds are
too limited and our understanding too small to truly grasp how great our God is. But our
God has chosen to reveal himself through his actions, and divinely inspired them to be
written down in the Bible. We see how God works from one generation to another in the
past. And the Psalmist tells us that the purpose of declaring that greatness through His
actions, is so we can meditate on them. The word meditate has two difference nuances.
One would be silent reflection about God’s works and the second meaning is publicly
rehearsing what God has done. So, we meditate deeply personally and in communion
with the Body of Christ about God’s work that is revealed in Scripture. And then we
declare what we have seen to others around us. The more we meditate on what God has
done, the more we understand not just the details of his past actions, but how he works
in good, in bad, in grief, in joy, in regular circumstances and in the miraculous. That
gives us the strength and courage to face our challenges, knowing that we serve a big
God who is great enough to handle anything we come against.

Then the Psalmist continues by declaring that as incredible as God’s greatness is, He is
good along with being great. This is not a given. There are great men we remember who
were not good morally, but God is both great and good. And His goodness is big. Loook
at verses 7-10. 7 They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant goodness and shall
sing aloud of your righteousness. 8 The Lord is gracious and and merciful, slow to anger
and abounding in steadfast love. 9 The Lord is good to all, and his mercy is over all that
he has made. 10 All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord, and all your saints
shall bless you! When we meditate on the greatness of God, what those works and
actions show us is that our God is a good God. His great actions are performed based
on perfect rigtheousness and holiness. Humans are capable of acts of goodness
towards each other, but our goodness is usually based on how others treat us, and has
elements of selfishness all through it. This is because none of us are truly good, only
God. Romans 3:10-12 makes this clear. 10 as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not
one; 11no one understands; no one seeks for God. 12 All have turned aside; together
they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.” We would all like to think
of ourselves as good people. We would like to think of others we love as good people.
But the Bible tells us our true condition of being sinners who are in rebellion against our
holy God. God has mercy on those he chooses, without any merit of their own. But we
can’t even forgive those we say we love sometimes. God puts up with our sin and gives
us decades of life with which to repent and turn to him in salvation...he is truly slow to
anger. But we can’t put up with our spouses and give forgiveness. Our anger often gets
the better of us. Our love is fickle, while God’s love is complete and total. John 3:16
describes the best love, the highest good that God has ever shown towards us.

16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life. Church, if we can see the goodness of our God,
who leverages all the greatness that makes him who is for our good, we can face any
challenge in this life. We can rest in the truth of Romans 8:28, 28 And we know that for
those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called
according to his purpose.

How can God promise that all things work together for good? Its because his rule
extends over all things. This world has many rulers, many governments, and they each
rule over a small piece of this earth, but God’s government is bigger. His rule is over



everything, and His government is big. Read verses 11-13. 11 They shall speak of the
glory of your kingdom and tell of your power, 12 to make known to the children of man
your mighty deeds, and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 13 Your kingdom is an
everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures throughout all generations. We are part
of a kingdom and children of the king. In Mark 1:15 Jesus makes clear that through him
we are joined into that kingdom. “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at
hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” And we are not just servants of the king, we are
children by adoption through Jesus Christ. Ephesians 1:4-5 says, 4 even as he chose us
in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before
him. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ,
according to the purpose of his will... God’s kingdom is universe wide. There is nothing in
this world that does not come under his reign. And he desires to make known to us,
children of man, his mighty work that he is capable of as king. When we meditate on
God’s word and see the greatness of his work and goodness in his actions, we see that
all things are possible through him, because no one, no thing, no circumstance is beyond
the authority of our king. And [we] can do all things through him who strengthens [us],
according to Philippians 4:13. At this time, we live in his kingdom, but it is a kingdom
that is not fully realized. This kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and in eternity, we will
experience the full glory of our God and king ruling and reining for all eternity. And along
with Adam, Eve, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, David, Solomon, Daniel, Ezra and every other
worshipper of God who has ever lived, we will rule and reign alongside our Savior Jesus
Christ. | can say that based on Scripture passages like Daniel 7:27, And the kingdom
and the dominion and the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven shall be
given to the people of the saints of the Most High; his kingdom shall be an everlasting
kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him.” We are the people of the saints of
the Most High God. While we are under the dominion of Jesus Christ, we also rule
alongside of Jesus Christ. With this knowledge of God’s ultimate dominion and his
unending kingdom, why should we ever fear any challenge that comes our way. Our God
is greater. Our God is good. There is nowhere he does not rule as king. And his rule
extends to every challenge in our lives where he sovereignly directs our circumstances
to bring him glory and us good.

But David continues with his praise of God and his kingdom by telling us that all the
treaures of heaven are opened to us as the people of God. God’s generosity is big, and
he gives freely to his children. Read the end of verse 13 to verse 16. [The Lord is
faithful in all his words and kind in all his works.] 14The Lord upholds all who are falling
and raises up all who are bowed down. 15 The eyes of all look to you, and you give them
their food in due season. 16 You open your hand; you satisfy the desire of every living
thing. How good would God really be if his greatness included all of creation, his
kingdom extended to every corner of our lives and universe, but he did nothing for those
he created? He would not be the good God we have seen him to be. But instead God
uses and gives those resources freely to his children to supply our needs. But notice its
not just our needs, its our desires as well. ...you satisfy the desire of every living thing.
Does this mean we get whatever we want? No. We get what is best for us, and perfect
for our lives in order to glorify God in best way possible. In James 1:2-4 we read,

2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 3 for you know
that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness have its
full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. God considers
these trials good, because they are leading to a strengthening of our faith. Then when



you drop down a few verses, it seems that even these trials should be considered good
gifts. James 1:17 says, 17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming
down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to
change. But in God’s sovereign greatness, God knows the best thing to give us and also
the best time. David makes the point that it is food “in due season.” If it were up to me, |
would orchestrate some rich person to make a 500 Million Yen donation to YIBC
tomorrow so we could go ahead and accomplish everything on our long term facility
plan. Could God do that? Of course he could. But there are probably some faith
strengthening lessons he wants us to learn that will make the process take a number of
years. There may be things he wants us to do different that we don’t even see yet, but
they are better for us in the long run, so he refrains from giving us the financial blessing
all at once. We don’t know God’s sovereign plan, but we can trust that our God “is able
to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work
within us...” according to Ephesians 3:20.

And why would he be generous with us? Why would he do more than we can ask or
thing? It’s because His grace is unimaginably big. Look at the last set of verses from
verses 17-21. 17 The Lord is righteous in all his ways and kind in all his works. 18The
Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth. 19 He fulfills the desire
of those who fear him; he also hears their cry and saves them. 20 The Lord preserves
all who love him, but all the wicked he will destroy. 21 My mouth will speak the praise of
the Lord, and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and ever. These final verses are a
picture of God’s grace, because the truth is none of us have any right to experience God
in any of these ways. We have already discussed the fact that as Romans 3:23 tells us
all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. Our sin has so damaged our
relationship with God that there is no relationship at all between the God who created us
and we as his creatures But our God is full of grace. Grace is God giving us what we
don’t deserve. We see that in the restored relationship he offers to us. He is near to us,
although in our sin we deserve separation from him. He hears our prayer and saves us
according to this Psalm. The breathtaking beauty of his grace is seen in salvation that is
offered to each one who believes in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior, who call on
him for salvation. Ephesians 2:8-9 says, 8 For by grace you have been saved through
faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so
that no one may boast. If God showed us enough grace to save us, then don’t you think,
his grace will sustain us through each trial, each challenge each circumstance that we
face in our lives and our church? The Apostle Paul learned this when God did not choose
to remove a physical challenge he faced. Instead he tells us what God assured him of in
the face of that physical challenge in 2Corinthians 12:9. “My grace is sufficient for you,
for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore | will boast all the more gladly of
my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. God’s grace is sufficient
to sustain us through any challenge to the point that we can say with David, My mouth
will speak the praise of the Lord, and ... all flesh bless his holy name forever and ever.
Will we trust his greatness, his goodness, his governing and rule, his generosity and
especially his amazing grace to face each big challenge over the next year, knowing that
we have a big God who will sustain us through each one? Let’s pray.



