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Malachi 3:16-4:6 Love and Fear

Today is the fourth Sunday of Advent, and we will close our study of Malachi. What we
have seen in this book, is a people of God who desparately need to see that God really
does love them. Instead, throughout the verses, they have argued with him, denied their
sinfulness, defended their false worship and accused God of not loving them. They were
looking for a promised Savior, a Messiah, but rather than finding hope and peace and joy
in that promise from God, they decided the absence of the Messiah was a sign that God
really was lying when he said in verse 2 of Malachi 1, “| have loved you.” But this book of
prophecy does not end focusing on the ones who rejected God’s love. Instead, starting
in Malachi 3, verse 16 and going through the 6 verses of chapter 4, we see a small
number of people who received God’s message of love and who did not argue in
response, but instead feared and worshipped God, as they looked forward to what God
had for them. What we see in this final passage is that to fear God is to know God’s
love.

Let’s begin by reading Malachi 3:16-18. 16 Then those who feared the Lord spoke with
one another. The Lord paid attention and heard them, and a book of remembrance was
written before him of those who feared the Lord and esteemed his name. 17 “They shall
be mine, says the Lord of hosts, in the day when | make up my treasured possession,
and | will spare them as a man spares his son who serves him. 18 Then once more you
shall see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between one who serves
God and one who does not serve him. There were clearly some in Israel who not only
heard God’s Words but accepted them and discussed them in a way that showed they
feared God. There are three words for fear in the Hebrew of the Old Testament, and
this is the word that is normally used for fearing God. It is a term meaning to honor him
with reverance and respect. It is a fear based on our knowledge of being so far removed
in our sinfulness from God’s glory and holiness, but that fear of God shows in how we
have reverance, honor and respect for who he is and what he has done, is doing and will
do in the future. Those who fear God will speak about him often, and that is what we
see going on here. They were speaking to each other about God. And they were not
doing this with the same questioning arguments that the majority of the people were
doing. From the context, you can tell that they have the opposite view of God. So they
are discussing how gracious God is, how much he loves them, and how they long to see
God work as he has in the past.

And God’s response to this reverence of him, this fear they showed was to write down
their names and their actions of glorifying him in a book. Now this is important. There
are several places in Scripture where we are told that those who know God are written
in a book that he keeps. Revelation 20:11-12 speaks about the final judgement being
based on what is written down about us. 11Then | saw a great white throne and him
who was seated on it. From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was
found for them. 12And | saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and
books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the
dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had done.
And looking back at Revelation 3:5, we read, 5 The one who conquers will be clothed
thus in white garments, and | will never blot his name out of the book of life. | will
confess his name before my Father and before his angels. This seems to be the
reference here in Malachi as well. Those who fear God, whose faith and trust is in him as
their only hope for salvation are written in God’s book of life and he will never remove



them from that book. They are safe and secure for eternity! Those who feared God in
the Old Testament had to trust that God was providing a way to overcome their problem
of sin, but now on this side of history after Jesus Christ’s first Advent, we can look back
and see how God would make it possible for us to have this promised eternal life to
those who fear him.

And what a tremendous promise this is that God is writing our names in His book, when
we “esteem his name!” It means that we are His! We are part of his “treasured
possession.” And most precious and beautiful, we are one of his children who will be
protected and spared from his wrath according to verse 17. This is a beautiful
description of God’s love for us. We are not just allowed into his presence, no... we are
welcomed into his family. We are among his most precious and treasured items. And as
we know from Scripture God owns everything! 1Chronicles 29:11 through the first part
of 12 says, 11 Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the
victory and the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is
the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head above all. 12 Both riches and honor
come from you, and you rule over all. In all of that immense wealth, God tells us that we
are his treasured possession. This means that our lives lived here on earth are different
because of being God’s possession, God’s child. In a very practical way, there is a
difference (or there should be) between us and the people around us. Verse 18 is saying
this when it tells us, 18 Then once more you shall see the distinction between the
righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and one who does not serve
him. We respond to God’s love for us in fear that brings obedience, and that obedience,
that reverence for God and for his glory makes our thoughts, our attitudes, our words,
and our actions different from the world and the people in our world who are around us.
Are some of them moral by society’s standards? Yes, they are. But in God’s eyes, those
who are not serving him and believing in him through Jesus Christ are wicked. If that
describs you today... if you are not a follower of Christ, then in God’s eyes you remain a
sinner and wicked before him. And judgement will come as the passages we read in
Revelation make clear.

This is what we see as chapter 4 continues God’s thoughts regarding those who are
fearing him. Let’s read Malachi 4:1-3. 4 “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an
oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. The day that is coming shall
set them ablaze, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor
branch.2 But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing
in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. 3 And you shall tread
down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when |
act, says the Lord of hosts. The difference between those who fear God and those who
argue with God and dishonor his name is seen in the judgement that is coming. Those
who reject God will be destroyed, and those who fear God will be saved. The wrath of
God is always described in terms of fire. And the Bible describes the ultimate fate of
those without Christ who do not worship the God of the Bible as being a place of flame
and torment. Revelation 21:8 says, 8 But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the
detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars,
their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second
death.” Jesus himself describes hell as a place of fire. The last phrase of Matthew 5:22
says, whoever says, “You fool!” will be liable to the hell of fire. In fact Jesus says more
about hell than anyone else in the Bible.



But this coming day of destruction is contrasted against what is in store for those who
fear God. Fire will not hurt them. In fact their salvation comes in the form of the hottest
element we know on earth - the sun! Verse 2 says the sun of righteousness shall

rise with healing in its wings. The sun brings heat, and if it were any closer to our planet,
we would all be burned up. But the sun also brings light. It brings health to plants and
even to our bodies in the form of vitamin D. And this reference to the sun of
righteousness is talking about none other than Jesus Christ himself. He gives perfect
healing to sin for those who turn to him for salvation and in so doing show the fear of
God. In Luke chapter 1 as John the Baptist’s father, Zechariah prophesied about his son
John as the forerunner of Jesus, Jesus is described as the sunrise. Luke 1:76-79 says,
76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the
Lord to prepare his ways, 77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people in the
forgiveness of their sins, 78 because of the tender mercy of our God, whereby the
sunrise shall visit us from on high 79 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the
shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.” Jesus was the light who
shined into this world that is trapped in the darkness of sin. From a manger in
Bethlehem he came as the sun of righteousness to offer complete and total healing from
our sin. We aren’t limping along through this life entangled by sin or living in eternity
paying for our sin or experiencing some sort purgatory to get us into Heaven. No,
instead we are spiritually “leaping like calves from the stall.” We have the energy and
newness of life of a newborn calf. But this new life will never grow old. It is an eternity
spent with the vitality of a perfect existence given to us by a perfect Creator. And we
will be part of Christ’s ultimate victory as the wicked symbolically become “ashes under
the soles of [our] feet.”

But it is not simply words of faith that reconnect us to God who created us and loves
us. Remember that the priests and people that God has already addressed still say they
are worshipping and following God, but their worship is false and half-hearted. But a
true faith in God, a true fear of God will result in obedience. Look at the final verses of
Malachi, verses 4-6. 4 “Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and rules
that | commanded him at Horeb for all Israel. 5 “Behold, | will send you Elijah the
prophet before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes. 6 And he will turn the
hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest | come
and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction.” It is not a coincidence that
Moses and Elijah are mentioned together in this passage. Moses and Elijah also appear
together with Jesus himself on the Mount of Transfiguration. We looked at this event in
Mark not too long ago. Moses laid out the law of God in Genesis through Deuteronomy
so that as God’s creatures we can know his expectations of holiness and what that
entails. The one who fears God will remember the commandments that God gave to
Moses at Mount Horeb. This remembering is more than thinking about, but following
them in our lives. This is how we honor God, how we fear him. We know that our sin
makes perfect obedience impossible, but the direction of our lives is focused on
obedience. Eugene Peterson described discipleship perfectly in the title of his book, A
Long Obedience in the Same Direction. This is what fearing God, being a disciple of
Christ really is. It is a lifelong walk of increasing obedience to bring God glory in our
lives. It is not a sprint, but a marathon, with ups and downs but one goal and one
direction.



In the United States, we have one US state that used to be its own country - Texas. And
in the Texas fight for independence from Mexico, there was one battle that took place
that changed history. It was the battle of the Alamo. The Texans actually lost that battle
against Mexico and 182 men died fighting for Texas freedom from Mexico. But that
battle became the rallying cry for them to eventually win independence from Mexico. The
cry was “remember the alamo.” When you get discouraged in battle or training as a
soldier or the fight begins to turn against you, as a Texan in 1836 you would have been
encouraged by those powerful words, “Remember the alamo!” In our battle with sin and
discouragement as we go through our lives, God is calling us to look back at His Word
and “Remember the law.” Remember the Word of God, look to the Word of God in
obedience and gain strength from that Word as you await the return of Jesus Christ.
And that is when Elijah comes into the picture. In these final verses of the Old
Testament Moses is forcing us to look backward at God’s work in the past, and the
beginning of Him revealing himself in His Word. But then we have Elijah in this passage,
connecting us somehow to Christ’s returns. That is typically what the Day of the Lord is
referring to in Scripture. This is a difficult reference with a lot of disagreement
concerning what it means. Where there is general agreement is that John the Baptist
fulfilled this prophecy of the return of Elijah at least in part if not fully. Luke 1:16-17
speaking about John the Baptist says, And he will turn many of the children of Israel to
the Lord their God, 17 and he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn
the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just,
to make ready for the Lord a people prepared. John the Baptist prepared the people of
Israel to receive their Messiah, Jesus Christ. Some Christians who are more
Dispensational in their theology believe that in Revelation, the original Elijah will return
before Christ’s return to announce a final time that he is coming. Perhaps, but there is
clear fulfillment with John the Baptist that then points us to Jesus and in some way his
coming the first time as well as his future return. There is a day coming that will be
great and awesome, and fearful for those who are not prepared for Christ’s coming. In
Revelation 22:12-13, Jesus tells us, '*“Behold, | am coming soon, bringing my
recompense with me, to repay each one for what he has done. '*| am the Alpha and the
Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.”

If you have not repented of your sins and accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior,
then that great and awesome day of the Lord should cause you to fear and turn to God.
As he makes clear in his final words of the Old Testament, the final statement God will
make before the Advent of Jesus Christ, | come and strike the land with a decree of
utter destruction. God is the judge...he did not overlook the sin of his own people, who
he chose out of love for Jacob, and he will not overlook our sins either. The only answer
to that sin is the Sun of righteousness, Jesus Christ, who said in John 8:12, “I am the
light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of
life.” Until that light shines in your heart, you remain under the curse of sin and the
wrath of God. But through that Sun of Righteousness, you can experience the greatest
love in the world, from the same God who told the people of Israel nearly 2500 years
ago in Malachi 1:2 | have loved you, and still says the same thing today. And Church as
you get discouraged and life gets difficult, when the world seems to turn against you
because they turn against our Savior, don’t give up! Remember the law! Turn to God’s
Word, and see the love of our God who “so loved the world, [according to John 3:16]
that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have
eternal life. Let’s pray.



